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Primary
education

K - 5
6 - 8

Secondary
education

9 - 12

Post-
secondary

education or
tertiary

“Higher Education”
or Postsecondary
Education  

Education beyond the level
of high school



Three public segments are:

The University of California (UC)

The California State University (CSU)

The California Community Colleges

California’s Higher Education System



UNIVERSITY VS
COLLEGE

These terms are often used interchangeably in the U.S. However,
they actually have separate meanings.

https://youtu.be/kn7DzKi8ukI?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/kn7DzKi8ukI?feature=shared




UNIVERSITY
Can be public or
private

COLLEGE
Can be public or private
College can also refer to
community, vocational, and
technical colleges

Typically associate degrees
and certificates



UNIVERSITIES
Public

Government-funded

Typically costs less than private

universities

Tend to offer more academic majors

(degree programs)

Larger student body

Typically have more research

opportunities and resources

Private

Rely more on tuition and private
sources (ex: donations)
Typically costs more than public
universities
 Tend to offer fewer academic majors
(degree programs)
Smaller student body 
Typically have less research
opportunities and resources
Tend to award more financial aid



EXAMPLES IN SAN DIEGO
Public University Private University



UNIVERSITY
Can be public or
private

COLLEGE
Can be public or private
College can also refer to
community, vocational, and
technical colleges

Typically associate degrees
and certificates



COMMON TYPES OF COLLEGES
Community College

Typically public

Offer two-year associate

degree programs

Specific career

certificates

Some transfer to a 4-

year after

Vocational College/ Trade
Schools

Public and private

Prepare students to

enter specific fields

Ex: Culinary arts,

plumbing, cosmetology

Typically 1 - 2 years

Liberal Arts College

Typically private

Areas such as literature,

history, languages,

mathematics, and life

sciences

Offer 4-year programs

*California College
Promise Program



Associate Degree
Two years
Ex: Associate of Arts
(A.A.)

Bachelor’s
Degree

Four years
Ex: Bachelor of
Science (B.S.)

Master’s Degree
About two years
Might need a thesis
Ex: Master of
Business
Administration
(MBA)

Doctorate Degree
 Research-based
degree
3 to 7 or more years
Conduct research
and dissertation
Ex: Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.)

Professional
Degree

To become licensed
to work in medicine
or law
Varies: 3 to 4 year
program + additional
exams or residency
Ex: Doctor of
Medicine (M.D.)

DIFFERENT TYPES
OF DEGREES

Undergraduate



MAJORS & MINORS
Major - the academic field you will study

Minor - secondary specialization, often is
complementary to the major



WHY DOES THIS
MATTER?
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https://www.bestcolleges.com/blog/difference-between-college-and-university/#:~:text=Colleges%20and%20universities%20primarily%20differ,schools%2C%20and%20liberal%20arts%20colleges.
https://studyinfocentre.com/blog/india/institute/difference-between-university-and-college
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-basics/types-of-colleges/types-of-colleges-the-basics
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-basics/college-classes/quick-guide-your-college-degree-options
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/a-guide-to-different-college-degrees
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs/web/95024-2.asp#:~:text=Postsecondary%20vocational%20education%20is%20offered,%2D4%2Dyear%20postsecondary%20institutions.
https://www.collegepromise.org/
https://www.gcccd.edu/promise/index.php
https://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/higher-education-in-california-californias-higher-education-system-october-2019.pdf
https://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/higher-education-in-california-californias-higher-education-system-october-2019.pdf

